
Background	to	WCPS	2022	campaign	to	complete	
Wolli	Creek	Regional	Park

•	 In	1988,	under	the	Greiner	government,	Tim	Moore	announced	that	the	Wolli	Creek	
bushland	would	be	“permanently	protected”.

•	 In	1993,	the	Wolli	Creek	PreservaFon	Society	(WCPS)	first	sought	the	establishment	
of	the	WCRP	via	a	private	member’s	Bill.

•	 In	1998,	the	Carr	government	promised	to	establish	the	Wolli	Creek	Regional	Park	
(WCRP).

•	 In	1999,	2006,	2010,	and	2018,	WCPS	ran	campaigns	calling	on	successive	ALP	and	
CoaliFon	governments	to	speed	up	the	glacially-slow	rate	of	acquisiFon	of	lands	
earmarked	for	WCRP. 

•	 By	2022,	the	community	has	waited	an	en9re	genera9on	for	their	governments	to	
deliver	on	their	promises.

•	 Five	blocks	of	land,	consFtuFng	just	2%	of	the	Park	remain	to	be	acquired.	These	are	
small,	but	criFcal	to	the	connecFvity	of	the	Park’s	bushland	and	access	to	it.	They	
are	owned	by	Sydney	Water	and	three	private	owners.

•	 Sydney	Water	owns	the	largest	block.	Since	2017,	it	has	been	planning	to	build	an	
Odour	Control	Unit	(OCU)	in	bushland	on	this	block	at	the	eastern	end	of	the	Park.

•	 Following	strong	public	reacFon	(over	5,000	signatures	on	a	peFFon)	and	new	
technical	informaFon	(toxic	gases	in	the	local	sewer),	Sydney	Water	has	put	these	
plans	‘on	hold’	while	a	new	locaFon	for	the	OCU	at	Arncliffe	is	invesFgated.

•	 Sydney	Water	regards	this	alternaFve	as	“a	be`er	locaFon	both	from	a	technical	
point	of	view	and	removes	the	need	to	place	long-term	infrastructure	in	Sydney’s	
bushland.”	It	“would	like	to	make	a	definiFve	decision	to	remove	[the	Wolli	site]	as	
an	opFon”	and	“when	this	issue	[a	legal	obstacle	to	site	access]	has	been	resolved	
the	[Wolli	bushland]	can	be	“conclusively”	ruled	out	as	a	potenFal	site.	

•	 WCPS	believes	that	this	clears	the	way	to	begin	the	process	of	transferring	the	
Sydney	Water	land	to	NaFonal	Parks	and	Wildlife	Service	for	the	Regional	Park.

•	 The	lands	in	private	hands	are	the	lower	porFons	of	four	extremely	long	blocks	
(about	three	Fmes	the	length	of	a	common	house	block).	These	porFons	lie	below	a	
significant	cliff	line	that	makes	them	essenFally	inaccessible	to	the	owners.	They	are	
already	zoned	as	Regional	Open	Space.

•	 WCPS	wants	to	see	an	acFve	approach	immediately	taken	to	the	acquisiFon	of	these	
porFons,	rather	than,	as	at	present,	waiFng	for	the	owners	to	approach	the	
government	to	acquire	these	effecFvely	unusable	porFons	of	their	land.

•	 The	a`ached	diagrams	show	the	eastern	end	of	the	Wolli	Creek	Regional	Park,	the	
locaFon	of	the	blocks	in	quesFon,	and	the	posiFon	of	the	cliffline.	



Aerial view 
of the cliff 
line below 
the two 
easternmost
private 
blocks. For 
the other 
private 
blocks this is 
even 
steeper.
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Lot Sec. DP Tenure

A 1 557246 RMS
B 1 173586 Sydney Water
C Pt. 1 902320 Private
D Pt. 2 902320 Private
E Pt. 3 902320 Private
F Pt. 1 953975 Private
G Pt. 1 124902 Private
H 102 813629 Canterbury City Council
I Pt. 2 881739 Private
J Pt. 18 B 4709 Private
K 29 B 4709 Sydney Water
L 1 986661 Sydney Water
M Pt. B 315143 Private
N Pt. 35 B 4709 Private
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