“No onhe cared

about the-bush,

Bush restoration no-oné worried
about the weeds-ot

In 1998, the l_ifting of the rogd reservation anything' yOU knOW_
and declaration of the Wolli Creek Valley as a It jUSt happened tO be

Regional Park, provided sufficient security to

encourage real investment in restoring the long there and nobodyv said
neglected bushland. Work carried out by the y

National Trust during the 1980s, with support anYthing about this and
from Canterbury Council, showed how that bUSh in thOSE days

effective bush regeneration could be.

Vic Meyer, resident of Bayview
Avenue during the 1950s

r Bush restoration, a long process requiring skill,
commitment and cooperation between community and
government, 1s now transforming the valley.

What is bush restoration?

The work of restoring bushland has two components:

Bush regeneration

Where a degraded area has remains of or is

close to native bushland (having a level of resilience),
bush regeneration techniques are applied. This involves
removing weeds, reducing other threats and nurturing
the native seed bank stored in the soil to tip the balance
In favour of native species. It Is an intensive and patient
process that produces results over time.

Revegetation

In areas that are
severely degraded or
where regeneration iIs
unsuccessful, revegetation
[planting) may be used.
Seed collected from local
native species (known as
local provenance] is used
to propagate the plant
stock. This retains genetic
diversity and ensures that
they are suited to local
conditions. Revegetation
Revegetation works undertaken by WCPS programs In the Wollj
volunteers at Turrella before in 2008 (top) and
atterin 2011 (below)  Creek Valley use local
Photo P. Stevens
| | provenance stock from
WCPS bushcare volunteers taking part in .
bush regeneration works at Undercliffe seed collected in the valley
Fhoto - stevens - 3nd propogated by the
Grey Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa) : : .
llustration G. Gatenby courtesy Nsw npws —— Marrickville Community
Nursery.
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