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Living with nature

Residential development in the Wolli Creek Valley Bushland _Onio_ur' doorsié*p F
was slow. There was no public transport, roads SRl B iV
were unsealed, and frequent flooding made access
difficult. Local progress associations lobbied
government to provide community facilities such
as medical services and schools.

In 1886, an advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald for
the sale of 'Wolli Park’ originally the old Ballater estate, in the

Turrella Reserve area, read:

‘... It is within 10 minutes walk of Tempe or Arncliffe Station
... it has excellent views ...the lower portion consists of
rich meadow land, fronting the creek, which here is of
considerable width, with deep open pools, adding much

to the charm of the place... The estate is cleared ready

for subdivision.’

Joseph Caruthers, later to become Premier, purchased
the land. |t turned out to be a disaster. A rail line wasn't

built along the valley and noxious Grey-Headed

5 trades in Turrella deterred buyers. !
| G °' The depression of the 1890s delayed F'.Yl ng'FOXES
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s | emsess . any development. Eventually, in 1912,
the tramline was extended from
Marrickville to the Cooks River at
Undercliffe and Curruther’s land
was sold and subdivided.
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When the tram service continued to
Earlwood in 1924 and a rail service
opened from Tempe to East Hills In
1931, residential development started
to spread. Then in 1948, the road
| ~ reservation prevented development
Tram at Undercliffie. 1912 Of @ny sort. lronically this helped save
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We had a shake once in our

back yard... We had turtles wandering
up from the creek. | used to catch

and Neil . .
peter Rankin, th 50:::&1\\\¥:reekVa\\eY- As tadpoles. It used to be a great thing In
in, was brought UP I =0 ' 4 recording the those days, ...putting them in a bottle,
Ra . gpent hours studyind Hill. His records " - -
ach\\?_-t:?\egskmks on Nanny eo::n e became 2 waiting, and watching them turn into
PR el by the Australia® Muse ™ e a frog... | had a lot of freedom. There
= r [
Herpetotogist of 9 10, aged 2 whilston were no fences stopping me. | could
After his premature deaFthr:\:, established the Peter go down to the creek, fish for eels.
inra
ﬁe\d inp, the Ran‘;:: He‘-pet(ﬂog admm‘Stere ) Memories from 1950s, John Schattiger, Undercliffe.
Ra“ki“ Tr“St F:“;dAustra“a n Museum

Wolli Creek Preservation Society 2011 www.wollicreek.org.au




